A RESOLUTION
TO URGE THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO RATIFY
THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

WHEREAS at least ten percent of the world's population, more than 650 million people, have
physical or mental disabilities; and

WHEREAS throughout the world, many people with disabilities are denied their human rights
and kept on the margins of society; and

WHEREAS the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities ("the Convention™) on December 13, 2006; and

WHEREAS the Convention establishes the legal obligations of governments to recognize and
respect the rights of persons with disabilities; and

WHEREAS the purpose of the Convention is to promote, protect, and ensure the full and equal
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to
promote respect for their inherent dignity; and

WHEREAS the Convention sets forth general principles including individual autonomy,
independence, nondiscrimination, full participation and inclusion in society, respect for
difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity, equality of
opportunity, accessibility, equality between women and men, and respect for the evolving
capacities of children with disabilities; and

WHEREAS the Convention is crucial for the social and economic development of societies
worldwide, including in developing countries where eighty percent of people with disabilities
live;

WHEREAS eighty-two nations have already ratified the Convention; and

WHEREAS at President Obama's direction Susan Rice, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations,
signed the Convention on July 30, 2009; and

WHEREAS adoption of the Convention by the United States requires ratification by two-thirds
of the U.S. Senate;

THEREFORE, be it resolved that

THE COLORADO DEMOCRATIC PARTY calls on all Democratic senators to actively support
ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and that

THE COLORADO DEMOCRATIC PARTY urges the U.S. Senate to ratify the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as soon as possible.



